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A threatened ecosystem

Å Overgrazing by camels

Å Cutting trees for firewood

Å Pollution

Å Non-sustainable touristic activities
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Mangrove restoration

Plantations
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Å Prosopis juliflora is a shrub or small tree in the family Fabaceae, a kind of mesquite 

Å It is native to Mexico, South America and the Caribbean

Å Considered as invasive weed in Africa, Asia, Australia and elsewhere

An invasive species: the prosopis juliflora
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Current issues with the prosopis juliflora

Å its aggressive growth leads to a monoculture, denying 
native plants, water, and sunlight, leaves are not eaten by 
native animals and livestock

Å Seeds remain viable for up to 10 years

Å Seeds are spread by cattle and other animals, which 
consume the seed pods and spread the seeds in their 
droppings

Å Deep root system that dry up groundwater

Å Very difficult and costly to eradicate
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Positive aspects of prosopis juliflora

Å The flowers attract insects

Å The trees provide shelter, nesting site, shade

Å Help to stabilize dune, and prevent erosion

Å Fix azote in the soil

Å Can growth on salty, poor quality soil

Å The sweet pods are edible and nutritious both for livestock and humans.

Å Can be used as firewood
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Current issues with the prosopis juliflora




